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That they could not pass through at all.
Likewise they kept more close array
Than they had any other day.
The rear guard were the Templars, who
Their temples scratched that eve in rue,                             6,050
Because so many horses there
They lost that they were in despair j
The count of Saint-Pol bore the cost
Likewise of many horses lost ;
For much he suffered from the fell
Maraudings of the infidel.
And so well thwarted their forays
That all the army gave him praise.
The king of England, to descry
The Turks, that day approached them nigh 3                        6,060
And one Turk, when the king drew near,
Struck him in the side with a spear,
But his wound was not serious
And he assailed them furious,
While javelins on either side
Flew thick, and horses reared and died.
HORSE  MEAT
The javelins fell thick as rain,
So that ye might have sought in vain
Where the host went and never found
Four full feet of uncovered ground-y                     ,              6,070
And thus the host was set upon
All day until the set of sun,
And bitter suffering they knew.
Until at eve the Turks withdrew,
Our men made camp upon a site
Near the Salt River's 14 bank that night.                          Sept. 3
Then crowds surrounded the best fed
And fattest horses that lay dead,
14 The Itmerarium (p. 258) dates this on Tuesday after the feast of St. Gilles (Sep-
tember 3).